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INTERNATIONAL  SURFING  COMPITITION  WILL  HELP
PREPARE  COUNTY  AGENCIES  FOR  DISATER

Mavericks Surf Contest used as a training ground for a major disaster

(San Mateo County, CA, January 23, 2009)  The San Mateo Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services will capitalize on the popular Mavericks Surf Contest to test new technology that will enhance its disaster response program.  San Mateo’s OES will use the Coordinated NIMS Incident Planner (CNIP) to coordinate response plans with all agencies involved with the event.  Deputies, Federal and state agencies, as well as the many volunteers, will take part in the collaborative effort — a first for the county.  

The Mavericks Surf Contest is a popular and sometimes deadly event that draws hundreds of visitors and thousands of TV and Internet viewers — making this “anything can happen” event the perfect platform from which to train for large-scale emergencies.  The Sheriff’s Office will deploy its personnel as if the surfing competition were a national-level disaster.  Using CNIP, the Office will be able to interface with the fire department, hospitals, public works agencies as well as private industry.

CNIP was created by Mark Johnson and Dan Linehan of San Francisco-based Emergency Services Interactive Systems (ESIS-Systems.com).  The disaster planning software assists in the development and management of Incident Action Plans, a federal requirement for any agency responding to an emergency.  (CNIP meets all standards and criteria for disaster management as mandated by Presidential Homeland Security Directive 5.)  

“Turning the surfing competition into a joint planning and field exercise will help prepare responders for a catastrophe,” says Dan Linehan, CNIP developer and retired San Francisco Police Sergeant.  “Fortunately, large-scale disasters don’t occur every day, but that does not remove the burden of preparation.  Public safety administrators and government officials need to know in advance how to respond to an event in a coordinated manner.  Using CNIP at a major planned event is smart business for first responder training.”

CNIP was unveiled during the 2007 All-Star Game in San Francisco.  It was also used by the Minneapolis, Saint Paul Fire Department during the 2008 Republican National Convention.  Many Public Safety Departments and Emergency Operations Centers around the country also use CNIP. 

A key advantage of the new software is its flexibility — a huge advantage in pre-planning or in an actual emergency, since both are guaranteed to change directions without warning.  “With CNIP, we could make changes and update our plans,” says Saint Paul Fire Captain Brian Kroeger, who used CNIP to manage his department’s complex staffing requirements during the Convention.  

“Planning together means working efficiently together,” says Mark Johnson, CNIP creator and San Francisco Fire Captain.  “Like all Californians, the San Mateo OES is very aware of pending disaster.  The San Andreas Fault is nearby, which forces San Mateo’s response staff to think ahead.  They know that the more they train and prepare today, the safer they will be tomorrow.”

For more information about CNIP or Emergency Services Interactive Systems, call Dan Linehan at (650) 291-4101, e-mail DLinehan@ESIS-Systems.com, or visit www.ESIS-Systems.com. 
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