E.S.I.S.

Emergency Services Interactive Systems

(800) 655-5072
www.esis-systems.com
For more information:

Stacy D. Horn

(415) 441-1366 

SDHorn@ESIS-Systems.com
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE

EMERGENCY  RESPONSE  PLANNING

SIMPLIFIED  BY  NEW  GROUND-BREAKING  SOFTWARE

Incident Action Plans are standardized and fully integrated 
for a multi-agency Incident Command System

(San Francisco, CA, July 5, 2007)  Emergency Services Interactive Systems is pleased to announce the rollout of its new software created to assist first responders and management teams in the development of a coordinated response process.  The Coordinated NIMS Incident Planner (CNIP) unites local, state and federal levels by creating a multiple-agency plan that cuts Incident Action Plan (IAP) development and preparation times in half.  

CNIP’s unique advantage:  It replaces ad hoc templates and paper forms with a wizard-driven, user-friendly, network-capable IAP development tool.  The software encompasses all essential sections required by the National Incident Management System (NIMS), and as recognized by the Incident Command System.  CNIP standardizes all the requirements of an IAP, which is mandated by NIMS, a requirement of Homeland Security Presidential Directive 5 for all emergency responders.

No stand-alone software has the potential offered by this inclusive software program.  Only CNIP has the capability, flexibility and capacity needed by our nation’s first responders.  

The software’s user-friendly interface simplifies IAP setup and provides for on-going refinement of the plan through all operational periods.  CNIP offers the flexibility needed to handle any emergency or disaster, whether it is an explosion, fire, earthquake, hurricane, pandemic, crowd management or terrorist action of any kind.  Its dynamic architecture maximizes planning, coordination and communication — cutting crucial response time.  CNIP is securely protected and can only be accessed by authorized users.

CNIP is created by Emergency Services Interactive Systems, a San Francisco-based company that produces interactive software for first responder training.  CNIP is designed and developed by San Francisco Fire Captain Mark Johnson, a partner of E.S.I.S., and San Francisco Police Sergeant Dan Linehan.  

Similar to popular tax return preparation software, CNIP uses a wizard to walk response planners through the labor-intensive process of developing an IAP.  Users simply fill in each field the wizard presents.  The wizard automatically enters the information into all relevant areas throughout all IAP forms.  The easy-to-use process also creates critical collateral needed in an emergency, including phone lists, organization charts and task scheduling.  CNIP’s comprehensive project manager component uses a design element similar to that of a Gantt chart.

CNIP meets and exceeds all the objectives of an Incident Action Plan:  establish a chain of command, create a defined communications strategy, set safety standards for performance, and provide compatibility and interoperability with all organizations involved with a pre-planned event or actual disaster response.  The software delivers a system of seamless communication, allowing for the timely exchange of information, resources and equipment.  

With a completed IAP, the management structure within the Incident Command System is established and can be accessed by field command and other operations centers.  CNIP’s innovative database system tracks incident management personnel and response organizations while collecting all costs as they are incurred.  With this capability, incident managers get detailed information instantly.  When incorporated by local, state and national first responders, as well as utilities, transportation and NGOs like the Salvation Army and Red Cross, the entire country can achieve complete interoperability.

“There’s a real need for CNIP,” says Captain Mark Johnson, E.S.I.S. partner and CNIP developer.  “The NIMS structure cannot work without a thorough IAP, which is cumbersome and time consuming.  Preparing IAP forms can be a real bottleneck in the response planning process, especially when things change, which is par for the course even in small events.  CNIP makes the entire process easy to complete.  The bottom line:  It lets you focus on the job instead of paperwork.”

CNIP can also be used to develop training.  The software meets NIMS’ training standards and covers its full course curricula.  This includes:  modeling and simulations, field-based training, specific mission-essential tasks, specialized instruction and certification of NIMS course completion.

CNIP was successfully beta tested by the San Francisco Police.  Its rollout coincides with the software’s debut at the All Star Game at San Francisco’s AT&T Park on July 10.

“We must learn from the mistakes made in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,” says Sergeant Dan Linehan, CNIP developer.  “Multiple organizations set up EOCs to handle the hurricane response efforts.  The EOCs did not communicate or coordinate, which created the problems that are now part of this sad history.  CNIP is designed as a one-stop plan to handle all response efforts from all agencies.  For the first time, fire and police departments, federal agencies and other response organizations will all be on the same page with each other.”

Contact Information

For more information about CNIP, call Stacy D. Horn at (415) 441-1366 or e-mail SDHorn@ESIS-Systems.com.  

For more information about Emergency Services Interactive Systems, visit 
www.esis-systems.com or call Anthony Robinson at (800) 655-5072.
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